Bits N Pieces Puppet Theatre’s
New Marionette Musical “Puss In Boots,The Magic Cat”

Presented with the assistance of Hillsborough County Schools, Hillsborough County
Board of County Commissioners. SouthArts, and the National Endowment for the Arts

www.puppetworld.com 813-659-0659 jerry@puppetworld,com









Benchmarks connected to the Performance

Language Arts — Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including
visually, quantitatively, and orally.

Theater - Respond to a performance and share personal preferences about parts of the performance.
1. ldentify characters in stories from various cultures.

2. Respond to a play by drawing and/or writing about a favorite aspect of it.
3. Write a summary of dramatic events after reading or watching a play.
4. Demonstrate how the use of movement and sound enhance the telling of a story.

Theater Etiquette Activity

This is a reflective exercise for your students. Read this section to them with discussion.
The Role of the Audience

= You are the audience - an important part of the performance. You help the performers by pretending
and participating with them.

« Seeing a live show is not like watching TV or 2 movie. The performers are in the same room with you,
and can see and hear you, the audience, and interact! What are some other differences? (No
commercials, no eating, no lying down or running around...)

* Enter the performance space quietly and listen. Who might be giving instructions?

= The performers need you to watch and listen quietly. Talking to friends disturbs the performers and
other members of the audience.

= Your job is to pretend along with the performers. They like it when you laugh if something is funny.
They also like to hear you clap at the end of a performance when they bow.

» After the bows the audience stays seated. Who might give instructions on how to leave?

Standards for Theater Etiquette Demonstrate appropriate audience behavior at a live
performance.

1. Exhibit appropriate audience etiquette and response.

2. Exhibit the behavior necessary to establish audience etiquette, response, and constructive criticism.

3. Demonstrate effective audience etiquette and constructive criticism for a live performance.

4. Exhibit proper audience etiquette, give constructive criticism, and defend personal responses.

5. Describe the difference in responsibilities between being an audience member at live or recorded

performances.

Language Arts Activity - Reading

Did you know many authors have told the story "Puss In Boots"? Check out different versions of
the story from your library. Read the original. Read those that followed. Have the class compare and
contrast the different versions of the stories.

1. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to, or with, your class.
Compare and Contrast the different versions of the stories.



After the show

Language Arts Activity — Reading

Use a Venn Diagram to compare and contrast the book and the performance.
Use one of the stories or books from the activity above.

1. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and
guantitatively, as well as in words.

2. Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on
specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact).

3. Compare the differences between reading a story and seeing it as a play.

Language Arts Activity — Writing

Ask you students to write a different ending to one of the stories in the performance.
Alternately, For grades K through 2, students can draw a picture, write as a group or do shared writing.
Encourage you students to answer specific questions like:

What would have happened if Nat had not given the cat the boots??

How would the story have ended if Puss In Boots had not defeated the Ogre?

1. Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, include
details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and
provide a sense of closure.

2. Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the
text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions).

Storytelling Activities

Theater Concepts and Vocabulary

* The storyteller and audience agree to “suspend disbelief’, to pretend together that the action of the
performance is real and is happening for the first time. This agreement means the audience members
accept the use of theater conventions such as:

= Audience participation - the storyteller talks directly to, and interacts with, the audience. The audience
is invited to help act out parts of the story.

* The storyteller plays multiple characters and uses many voices.

* The storyteller sings to provide information, move the action forward and set a mood.

* The storyteller uses mime movements to suggest props and scenery.

Storytelling Games
Go over the stories from the show with your students. Pick one of the stories (or pick one episode). Be
sure to have a beginning, middle, and end.

1. Ask the students to form a circle and let the first child begin telling the story. At a prearranged signal
from you, the next child in the circle must take up the story. Keep going until everyone has a turn and
the story is told.

2. Turn a favorite adventure story into a “fractured fairy tale”. Example- Make King Arthur a school gym
coach and his Knights of the Round Table the sports team.

3. Find an interesting item or photo and invent a story about it.



1. Pretend to be an animal or person living in an imagined place.

2. Read and dramatize stories with similar themes to show developing knowledge of, and
respect for, cultural differences.

3. Act out a character learned about in another content area.

4. Demonstrate how the use of movement and sound enhance the telling of a story.

Puppet Theater Activity

Simple Czech Marionette

These puppets are really simple stick puppets with one rod. Print the pictures on 110# Card Stock.
Have the children color the characters, cut out and attach a drinking straw to the back of each puppet.
The straws stick “up” out of the head. The straws go all the way down to the toes, but you attach the
straw with tape up behind the nose. The scenery is folded like a picture book so it stands upright. The
puppets are performed in front of the scenery. When the show is over the puppet can be “attached” to
the stage by sliding the puppet over the set between the cardboard and the straw. As further
development, a “real” stage can be made from a shoebox or cereal carton. A Diorama could have a set
of performing puppets. Students could create their own puppets and performance based on a book
read in class.

Make your own simple puppets and use them to tell your favorite fairytales. Explore these
activities with the puppets. Have fun!

* Present “Puss In Boot™. Have each student become his or her favorite character.

Pretend the characters are meeting each other for the first time.

* Have your students act out a scene from the story. Have the students make other puppets as needed.
* Use desk lamps to light your stage. Make it bright, make it dim, make it flash, make it dark.

» Add sound effects and noises..

Great resource for making simple stick puppets
“DIY - How to make Stick Puppets” - YouTube
www.youtube.com/watch?v=zU307CahPg4

“10 Super Fun Puppet Crafts For Your Kids” - MomJunction
www.momjunction.com/articles/super-fun-puppet-crafts-
kids 0075121/

1. Create and/or collect appropriate props and costumes and
use them to help tell a story.
2. Create sound and lighting effects to suggest the mood of a story.
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