PRINCESS THIMBELINA by BITS ‘N PIECES PUPPET THEATRE

Sample news story release

Towering Puppets Celebrate 200th Birthday of Famous Storyteller

Bits 'N Pieces Puppet Theatre's musical production of Hans Christian Andersen's Thimbelina comes to (location) on (date), (time).  This original production features Thimbelina and Bits 'N Pieces' unique nine-foot-tall puppets.  The show lasts approximately one hour and is appropriate for children up to age 10.  General admission tickets are $(cost).  Please call (sponsor) at (telephone) for reservations or information.
Princess Thimbelina shows you can find happiness if you have faith in what your heart tells you to be true. 
Hans Christian Andersen asks the audience to imagine the littlest flower just ready to bloom.  Before the bud can open a Garden Witch changes the flower into a tiny princess.  The flower blossoms into a girl, no bigger than your thumb.  She sits atop a thimble and the Garden Witch pronounces her “Thimbelina!” "No," says the tiny pixie child, "I'm Thimbelina!"
Thimbelina wonders how she can find happiness.  A great big Bull Frog tries to help, and so does Cupid, who gives her a heart and explains about love.  A Bluebird flies into Thimbelina’s garden and warns her about the coming winter.  His offer to fly her to a warm climate is too late, though, for suddenly the Snow Queen spreads her blanket of ice across the garden.
Thimbelina would have frozen, but Mumford the Mole finds her and invites her to live in his home for the winter.  He needs a friend, too.  His sweetheart, Cynthia, the Spinning Spider, has disappeared.  Thimbelina tells him to listen with his heart.  He does, and hears the Spider say she’s OK.  Cynthia appears in her newly spun wedding gown and Thimbelina marries them.  The Spider and the Mole are together, but Thimbelina is once more left alone. But alone isn’t necessarily unhappy.  It is springtime again, and Thimbelina hopes for a happy ending!
Unlike traditional small puppet productions, Thimbelina is an original fully-staged  performance in the American Musical Theatre style.  Tiny Thimbelina performs with a cast of giant body puppets, costumed characters, traditional puppets, and a life-sized Bunraku (Japanese) style puppet portraying Hans Christian Andersen himself.

###

Photo opportunities and interviews are available.  Please call (your name) at (your telephone number), (office hours).  Additional file photos are available.  For more information call:  (insert your complete information.

BEHIND THE SCENE STORY

World-Traveling Performer Credits 
Local Community Arts Programs
In 1961 at age eight, Holli Rubin won a county recreation department's storytelling contest in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, with her rendition of “Millions of Cats.” That story has since become the inspiration for a puppetry workshop she has taught to teachers and children throughout the United States.

Rubin, along with Bits ‘N Pieces Puppet Theatre and its nine-foot tall body puppets, is bringing the product of her childhood experiences to (your city's) children at (insert place of performance) on (insert date). She’s starring in Hans Christian Andersen's fairytale: Thimbelina, one of twelve original musical productions created by Bits ‘N Pieces. 

Rubin, currently on national tour with Bits 'N Pieces Puppet Theatre's             Thimbelina, credits the local community arts programs of her childhood as the impetus for her career today. She says it was there she received the encouragement that ignited a creative spark that still burns brightly within her. 

Though they tour extensively in this country and four other countries, Rubin says she often sees herself in the faces of her young audience. "Just think! There are children in the audience much like I was -- dreaming of being an artist or an actor -- and now, I can show them how dreams do come true. Our performance may be the very encouragement needed to unleash that child's creative spirit.”  

When not performing on stage, Rubin is busy in her role as artistic director and master builder for the giant puppet company. Rubin oversees every aspect in the creation of the larger-than-life puppets. Though others help in their mechanization and costuming, Rubin still sculpts and paints the giant puppet heads. “In fact, without those community art classes when I was growing up,” says Rubin, “I might never have sculpted at all.”

Holli Rubin and the Bits 'N Pieces Puppet Theatre will present Hans Christian Andersen's Thimbelina at (insert time), (date) at (insert location). Tickets are $(insert price) and may be obtained by calling (insert telephone number). Audience members will get a chance to speak with members of Bits 'N Pieces Theatre and view the giant nine-foot tall puppets up close immediately following the show.

Photo opportunities and interviews are available. Please call (your name) at (your telephone number),  (your office hours). Additional file photos are available.

SAMPLE PRESS RELEASE FOR 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

(Date)

ATTENTION: CALENDAR EDITOR

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Giant  Nine-Foot-Tall Puppets Appear at (location)
Bits 'N Pieces Puppet Theatre's musical production of Hans Christian Andersen's Thimbelina comes to (location) on (date), (time).  This original production features Thimbelina and Bits 'N Pieces unique nine-foot-tall puppets as a friendly menagerie of garden animals. The show lasts approximately one hour and is appropriate for children up to age 10. General admission tickets are $(cost). Please call (sponsor) at (telephone) for reservations or information.

Dates:
 


Location: 


Tickets:
General admission, $(cost); Discounts available for groups of 15+



Call (sponsor) at (telephone) for reservations or information.

For additional information or photos, 

contact (name) or (name), 

(organization), (telephone).

COMPANY BACKGROUND

About America's Giant Puppet Company
Founded in May 1976 by Executive Director Jerry Bickel, Bits 'N Pieces is dedicated to influencing the world of tomorrow by enchanting the children of today. Through the theatrical retelling of classic children's stories, each with its own unique life lesson and moral, Bits 'N Pieces brings to life the magical wonderment of children's fantasy and reinforces the core values long told and emphasized by our great storytellers. 

Utilizing the talented resources of multidisciplinary professionals in theatre arts and education, each of these musical productions is adapted and specifically developed to complement and enhance the educational curriculum of the nation's elementary school systems. Education booklets are made available to sponsors to supplement that community's teachers' plans. 

In the beginning the company used traditional forms of puppetry, combining as many as ten types of puppets in one production. It was while performing in large theatres that the concept of nine-foot-tall puppets was inspired. The experiment with these towering, fanciful creations was so successful that the giant body puppet became the company's larger-than-life hallmark. Now the giants perform in each of the company's original musical adaptations of classic children's literature. 

From script and design to actual building and choreography, it takes two years to produce one complete giant puppet production. Yet, each season, Bits 'N Pieces continues to bring forth a new musical production of high quality children's theatre. Their shows may be seen in a variety of venues and settings. The company tours extensively throughout the United States and makes international appearances under the sponsorships of cultural exchange programs with Hong Kong, Japan, Singapore and Taiwan.

Original Musical Productions with GIANT Puppets
Thimbelina
Rip Van Winkle

Puss in Boots, the Magic Cat

The Ugly Duckling starring Pinky Flamingo

Cinderella and the Chinese Slipper

Aesop's Oldest Fable: The Dinosaur & the Ant

Three Billy Goats Gruff

The Musical Tale of Peter Rabbit

Alice in Wonderland

Gaspar the Florida Pirate

