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Standards connected to the Performance
Before the Show read the story synopsis
Language Arts: LAFS.K12.SL.1.2 – Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media
and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
Theater: TH.K.C.2.1- Respond to a performance and share personal preferences about parts of the
performance.
TH.1.H.1.1 - Identify characters in stories from various cultures.
TH.2.C.1.2 – Respond to a play by drawing and/or writing about a favorite aspect of it. TH.4.O.2.1 -
Write a summary of dramatic events after reading or watching a play.
TH.5.H.3.3 - Demonstrate how the use of movement and sound enhance the telling of a story.

Theater Etiquette Activity
This is a reflective exercise for your students. Read this section to them with discussion.
The Role of the Audience
• You are the audience - an important part of the performance. You help the performers by pretending
and participating with them.
• Seeing a live show is not like watching TV or a movie. The performers are in the same room with
you, and can see and hear you, the audience, and interact! What are some other differences? (No
commercials, no eating, no lying down or running around...)
• Enter the performance space quietly and listen. Who might be giving instructions?
• The performers need you to watch and listen quietly. Talking to friends disturbs the performers and
other members of the audience.
• Your job is to pretend along with the performers. They like it when you laugh if something is funny.
They also like to hear you clap at the end of a performance when they bow.
• After the bows the audience stays seated. Who might give instructions on how to leave?

Standards for Theater Etiquette
TH.K.S.1.1-Demonstrate appropriate audience behavior at a live performance.
TH.1.S.1.1-Exhibit appropriate audience etiquette and response.
TH.2.S.1.1-Exhibit the behavior necessary to establish audience etiquette, response, and
constructive criticism.
TH.3.S.1.1-Demonstrate effective audience etiquette and constructive criticism for a live
performance.
TH.4.S.1.1.-Exhibit proper audience etiquette, give constructive criticism, and defend personal
responses.
TH.5.S.1.1-Describe the difference in responsibilities between being an audience member at live or
recorded performances.

This program is presented as part of the Artists-in-the-Schools Program which is
funded and jointly sponsored by the Hillsborough County Public Schools and the
Arts Council of Hillsborough County.
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Language Arts Activity – Reading
Use a Venn Diagram to compare and contrast the book and the performance.
Use one of the stories or books from the activity above.
LAFS.K12.R.3.7 - Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including
visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
LAFS.5.RL.1.3 - Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or
drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact).
TH.2.O.1.1 - Compare the differences between reading a story and seeing it as a play.

Language Arts Activity – Writing
Ask you students to write a different ending to one of the stories in the performance.
Alternately, For grades K through 2, students draw a picture, write as a group or do shared writing.
Encourage you students to answer specific questions like:
What would have happened if the Giant had never returned?
How would the story have ended if the Giant had not learned to share?
What would have happened if the peaches never bloomed again?
LAFS.2.W.1.3 - Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of
events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event
order, and provide a sense of closure.
LAFS.4.RL.1.3 - Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on
specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions).

Storytelling Activities
Theater Concepts and Vocabulary
• The storyteller and audience agree to “suspend disbelief”, to pretend together that the action of the
performance is real and is happening for the first time. This agreement means the audience
members accept the use of theater conventions such as:
• Audience participation - the storyteller talks directly to, and interacts with, the audience. The
audience is invited to help act out parts of the story.
• The storyteller plays multiple characters and uses many voices.
• The storyteller sings to provide information, move the action forward and set a mood.
• The storyteller uses mime movements to suggest props and scenery.

Storytelling Games
Go over the stories from the show with your students. Pick one of the stories (or pick one episode).
Be sure to have a beginning, middle, and end.
1. Ask the students to form a circle and let the first child begin telling the story. At a prearranged signal
from you, the next child in the circle must take up the story. Keep going until everyone has a turn.
2. Turn a favorite adventure story into a “fractured fairy tale”. Example- Make King Arthur a school gym
coach and his Knights of the Round Table the sports team.
3. Find an interesting item or photo and invent a story about it.
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TH.1.F.1.1 - Pretend to be an animal or person living in an imagined place.
TH.2.H.1.1 - Read and dramatize stories with similar themes to show developing knowledge of, and

respect for, cultural differences.
TH.5.H.3.4 - Act out a character learned about in another content area.
TH.5.H.3.3 - Demonstrate how the use of movement and sound enhance the telling of a story.
Puppet Theater Activity
Simple Czech Marionette
These puppets are really simple stick puppets with one rod. Print the pictures on 110# Card Stock.
Have the children color the characters, cut out and attach a drinking straw to the back of each puppet.
The straws stick “up” out of the head. The straws go all the way down to the toes, but you attach the
straw with tape up behind the nose. The scenery is folded like a picture book so it stands upright. The
puppets are performed in front of the scenery. When the show is over the puppet can be “attached” to
the stage by sliding the puppet over the set between the cardboard and the straw. As further
development, a “real” stage can be made from a shoebox or cereal carton. A Diorama could have a
set of performing puppets. Students could create their own puppets and performance based on a
book read in class.
Make your own simple puppets and use them to tell your favorite fairytales.

Explore these activities with the puppets. Have fun!
• Present “The Sefish Giant and Friends”. Have each student become his or her favorite character.
Pretend the characters are meeting each other in the peach orchard for the first time.
• Have your students act out a scene from the story. Have the students make other puppets as
needed.
• Use desk lamps to light your stage. Make it bright, make it dim, make it flash, make it dark.
• Add sound effects and animal noises..

Great resource for making simple stick puppets
“DIY - How to make Stick Puppets” - YouTube                                                            www.youtube.com/
watch?v=zU3O7CahPg4
“10 Super Fun Puppet Crafts For Your Kids” - MomJunction
www.momjunction.com/articles/super-fun-puppet-crafts-kids_0075121/
TH.3.F.1.1 - Create and/or collect appropriate props and costumes and

use them to help tell a story.
TH.4.F.1.2 - Create sound and lighting effects to suggest the mood of

a story.
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Alice in Wonderland!
Presented by Bits ‘N Pieces Puppet Theatre

Original Story by Lewis Carroll
Music by Pegg Callahan • Lyrics and Script by Jerry Bickel • Puppets by Holli Rubin

About Bits ‘N Pieces, America’s Giant Puppet Theatre
Founded in 1976 by Executive Director Jerry 
Bickel, Bits ‘N Pieces is dedicated to influ-
encing the world of tomorrow by enchanting 
the children of today.  Through the theatrical 
retelling of classic children’s stories, each with 
its own unique life lesson and moral, Bits ‘N 
Pieces brings to life the magical wonderment 
of children’s fantasy and reinforces the core 
values long told and emphasized by our great 
storytellers.  From script and design to actual 
building and choreography, it takes two years 
to produce each complete giant puppet pro-
duction.  Our work has received the Atlanta 
Cultural Olympiad’s Award for Excellence 
and Innovation in the Arts as well as the Arts 
Council of Hillsborough County’s Award for 
Excellence in Arts Education. 

About Our Show
When Alice escapes her boredom of 
this world to venture into a dream 
of another, madcap high jinks and 
outlandish adventures are the order 
of the day.  Lavishly costumed char-
acters and giant puppets whirl, dance 
and sing on their journey through 
Lewis Carroll’s land of fantasy.  The 
heroine learns it takes self-reliance 
and quick thinking to tame the comic 
nonsense of the Queen of Hearts, the 
Cheshire Cat, and Wonderland’s other 
unpredictable residents.

DID YOU KNOW? Bits ‘N Pieces Theatre’s giant body puppets perform in original puppet musicals with 
singing, dancing and lively dialogue. There are 11 giant productions in the Bits ‘N Pieces touring repertoire. 
Each season a different show tours theatres throughout the United States. Since 1987, the giant puppets have 
traveled abroad for 17 international appearances.
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Synopsis: Alice in Wonderland!
Some sisters are like matching bookends, and some are not.  Alice liked 
the Arts, and her sister loved the Sciences.  Her sister insisted the Scienc-
es were most important, but Alice held one was not better then the other.  
The conversation was so tedious, Alice slipped into a daydream.  She 
saw a rabbit dressed in a waistcoat and carrying a watch.  She followed 
him along the river bank and into a rabbit hole.

Down, down, down she fell.  She couldn’t see from where she had fallen, 
and she couldn’t see where she would land.  So strange was the effect, 
she couldn’t tell if things were falling up, or if she were falling down.  
And all because she’d wondered what it would be like to follow a rabbit 
down a rabbit’s hole without worrying about the outcome.

Kerplunk!  The floor rushed up to meet Alice as she landed on a pile of 
sticks.  Though she couldn’t see the White Rabbit, she heard him call-
ing he’d be late, late, late.  Following the sound of his voice, she found a 
door too small to squeeze through.  Frustrated and hot, she fanned her-
self.  The fan magically shrunk her surprisingly small.  She walked through the door into a garden.

Alice came upon a giant mushroom.  Sitting on top of it was a talk-
ing  caterpillar.  “Who are you?” the bug asked.  “I hardly know sir, at 
this moment,” answered Alice, not believing her eyes.  “Well when you 
know exactly who you are, then you’ll be happy, my darling,” philoso-
phized the caterpillar.

Next, Alice found herself at a tea party, the craziest one she’d ever at-
tended.  The Mad Hatter, March Hare, and drowsy Dormouse invited 
her to tea when there was none!  The conversation kept going ‘round 
and ‘round and made no sense.  Alice left with her head spinning, prom-
ising herself to never go there again.

Continuing to search for the White Rabbit, Alice came upon the house 
of the Duchess where a Cheshire Cat with a mysterious grin appeared!  
In all of Wonderland, he was the one who was never afraid to tell an 
unpopular truth.  He invited Alice to the Queen of Hearts’ Royal  
Croquet Match.

When the Queen of Hearts heard Alice could only play croquet  
badly, she thought it was wonderful.  The Queen of Hearts was always  
victorious.  She was happiest when someone else was losing.  If anyone 
got in her way, it was “Off with his head!”  Unfortunately, beginner’s 
luck being what it is, Alice’s every shot was lucky and she couldn’t 
help but win.

“Off with her head!” yelled the Queen of Hearts.  And that’s exactly 
what might have happened if Alice had not remembered that she was 
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simply daydreaming.  “You can’t harm me,” she told the Queen.  “This is just my imagination.  You and your 
court are just a deck of cards.”

Alice jumped up out of her dream.  Playing cards flew in the air around her, landing in a jumble on the ground.  
Wide awake once again, Alice was relieved to be back in her own world and away from the imaginary non-
sense of Wonderland.  She knew now that it takes a little of both worlds to make life fun. 

About Author Lewis Carroll
Born: January �7, 183�
Birthplace: Daresbury, Cheshire, England
Died: January 14, 1898 
Best Known As Author of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
 

Lewis Carroll was the literary pseudonym or pen 
name of Englishman Charles Lutwidge Dodgson. 
Born in Daresbury, Cheshire, he delighted in being a 
performer as a young child.  He put on puppet shows, 
practiced a magic act, and wrote poems for his home-
made newspaper.  

As an adult he was a mathematician, a teacher, a 
priest, a photographer, and a writer.  He collected bits 
of things and strung them into stories of his very own 
creation.  His gift for invention and imagination led to 
his highly original Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 
and its companion book Through the Looking Glass 
and What Alice Found There. Those stories as well 
as the poems “The Hunting of the Snark” and “Jab-
berwocky” are all considered to be within the genre of 
literary nonsense.

Lewis Carroll first told the story of “Alice” to amuse 
three little girls as he rowed them in a boat.  The children enjoyed his story so much he wrote it down word 
for word that evening.  This spontaneous tale (first published in 1865) became one of the most popular of 
children’s books.  His ability at word play, logic, and fantasy has delighted audiences ranging from children 
to the literary elite, and beyond this his work has become embedded deeply in modern culture, directly influ-
encing many artists. And so it is today as it was then.
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Alice in Wonderland!
Created by Bickel-Rubin-Webb

The Cast of Characters (in Order of Appearance)
Alice portrayed by Holli Rubin

Snooty Sister
White Rabbit

Katzapillar the Caterpillar
Mad Hatter
Dormouse

March Hare
Duchess

Cheshire Cat
Red Queen of Hearts

Script and Lyrics ......................................................................................  Jerry Bickel
Giant Puppet Creator .................................................................................  Holli Rubin
Music Composer ................................................................................... Pegg Callahan
Choreographer ......................................................................................  Reginald Yates
Costumes ..........................................................................  Randall and Sandra Tucker
Stage Settings and Graphics .............................................................. Chuck Majewski 
Puppet Mechanics ..............................................................................  Robert Anthony
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Put the Scenes in Sequence

Alice meets the Cheshire Cat. Alice wonders how to spend her day.

Alice shares a spot of tea. The Caterpillar asks, “Who are you?”

A white rabbit leads Alice to Wonderland. Alice plays croquet with the Queen. 

Answerkey
 left to right: 5, 1, 4, 3, 2, 6
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Write a Letter to a Character
Before the Show 
Teach or review how to write a letter including date, salutation, 
body text and closing signature. 

After the Show
There are many possibilities for letter writing. Students may 
write directly to a character or write a letter from one character to 
another character.

They might write a letter from Alice to her Sister. 
Practice using descriptive terms by sending one to the Queen 
of Hearts describing her appearance.   
Write a letter to Lewis Carroll about his story.  

Characters
Alice, Alice’s Sister, the White Rabbit, the Mad Hatter, the Dormouse, the Caterpillar, the Queen of Hearts, the 
Cheshire Cat, the Duchess 

After the Lesson
Mail students’ letters to:  
Alice in Wonderland, c/o Bits ‘N Pieces Puppet Theatre,  
1�904 Tom Gallagher Road, Dover, FL 335�7
 

•
•

•
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Telling a Story: Musical Charades  
Our original musical performances use choreography to tell the story.  Choreography is dance movement and 
gesture set to music.  Use the simple game of charades to demonstrate how movement and music tell a story. 
Ask students to write scenes from the play on slips of paper.  One student picks a slip and acts out the scene us-
ing movement and gesture to music.  Try Ragtime music by Scott Joplin.  The classmate who names the scene, 
wins!  The winner draws the next slip and performs the scene.  A scene example:

Alice grows very small with a magic fan,  
opens a magic door, and walks into Wonderland.

A few other suggestions of pantomime scenes:  
a crawling caterpillar becomes a butterfly
playing a game of croquet
serving a cup of tea
rabbits hopping.  

What else can movement show? Instructions? Different types of animals? Transportation? Emotions? 

•
•
•
•

Let’s Write a Song!
Broadway musicals are a unique American art form. In the Broadway musical, songs are used to tell the story. 
The lyrics help the audience follow what is happening on stage. Songs in musicals use emotion to take action, 
telling us who the characters are, what they want and what they’ll do to get it. 

Most of the songs follow one of three forms:
The first form is the “I AM...” song (or “He was...” or even “Could it be...?”).  This type of song reveals 
character.  
The second form is the “I WANT...” song (or “It needs...” or “What’s missing is...”).  This song reveals a 
character’s motivation or desire.  
A third special form in the Broadway musical is the novelty song or “TIME TELESCOPING” song.  It can 
speed up time on the stage to “fast forward” the story or “freeze it” so the audience can feel and appreciate a 
special moment, even the happy ending!

Songwriting in the Classroom
When you write lyrics for a song, you need to also find rhyming words. 
Let’s write a song!

Write the first line.  
Then write the next line.  
Complete the third sentence so it rhymes with the first.
Write the fourth line so it rhymes with the second.  

This type of rhyme scheme is ABAB.  For example:
Why does a cat have a grin like that?
Inquiring minds want to know.
Why does it mumble, murmer and scat?
What goes on in its brain deep below?

1.

�.

3.

1.
�.
3.
4.
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Alice In Wonderland
Put the Play in Order!   

Plots develop in sequence. Number each of these events in the play to tell the order of what happened 
in Bits ‘N Pieces’ Alice In Wonderland. 

A caterpillar is the first to greet Alice in Wonderland and asks her, “Who are 
you?” 

The Queen of Hearts loses a game of croquet and orders Alice to lose her head. 

At the Mad Hatter’s tea party, Alice finds she is so busy solving riddles she has 
no time to drink tea. 

Tired of playing boring games with her sister, Alice follows a White Rabbit car-
rying a pocket watch. 

At the house of the Duchess, the Cheshire Cat invites Alice to play croquet with 
the Queen of Hearts. 

Either Wonderland’s door is too small or Alice is too big, so she shrinks herself 
with a magic fan and walks inside. 
 
Alice realizes Wonderland is a daydream, wakes up, and is in control of her life 
again.
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Who?  What?  Where?
 
Answer each of the following questions about the story.  

Who are the characters in Alice In Wonderland? 
 
 
 
 
 

Where does the story take place?  
 
 
 

What problem happened?  
 
 
 

What are three main things that happened in the story?  
 

 

How was the problem solved? 

Make a Story Map
Include the beginning (who, where, when), the middle (problem, goal) and 
the ending (solution).
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1.

3.

�.

5.

4.

The names of six types of puppets are mixed up in 
this puzzle. Can you sort it out?

Puppet Scramble

 
ACROSS
1. These puppets are worked from above 

and very good for flying.  In French, 
say “marionette”.

3. Mr. Punch is one of these. It attaches 
to your arm.

DOWN
1. Even with a bright stage light you can’t 

see this puppet, you only see its 
________________. 

2. You can put five of these puppets on 
one hand.

4. Bits ‘N Pieces’ Puppet Theatre fea-
tures these really big puppets.

5. European and Japanese puppets are 
worked from underneath with these 
sticks.  

Word Scramble Clues
NAHD   GRENIF
ATNGI  ORD
AHSWDO SITNRG
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A-Mazing Escape
The Cheshire Cat has disappeared again. Can you help Alice find him? 

Start 
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2.)  Who will perform the show?

3.)  On what days can you see the show? 

4.)  Who wrote the story?

6.)  Do you already know the story?  How?

5.)  What do you think the play will be about?

1.)  What is the name of the show?

Reading  
A Show Poster

Alice in Wonderland!
A Musical Based on a Lewis Carroll Story  

Performed by Bits ‘N Pieces Puppet Theatre
Shows are Weekdays & Saturdays
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Color Me!

The Queen plays croquet with Alice. 
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Color Me!

The Caterpillar asks Alice, “Who are you?”
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More Puppets for Your Show
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Build the Theatre Stage Set for Your Puppet Show

Stage Set: 
Cut out, color and glue these two pages onto thin weight poster 
board or photocopy onto index stock to form a stage set for your 
puppet show.  
Fold vertically to help the set stand in place.  
Sets may be enlarged on copy machines if needed 

1.

�.
3.
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Another  
Theatre  
Stage Set
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Arts In Education residencies can be scheduled in conjunction 
with any of our giant puppet performances. Our custom residen-
cies feature flexible components designed to complement your 
curriculum and setting. Choose from three types of teaching 
experiences: workshops, puppet demonstrations or teachers’ 
in-service training. All are presented by our AIE expert, Holli 
Rubin.   
Most sponsors choose to begin the residency with the interna-
tional puppet demonstration and lecture component, It’s A Pup-
pet World,  during a general assembly. During this lively ses-
sion, Ms. Rubin conducts a demonstration of the wide variety 
of puppets found around the world.  After the assembly, three, 
age-appropriate, hour-long Feather-Top Rod Puppet Workshops 
are held. 

IT’S A PUPPET WORLD WORKSHOP
(Small groups and groups up to 300)

This international puppet demonstration and lecture program 
celebrates diversity as it teaches tolerance. Students are intro-
duced to the wide-ranging styles of puppets around the world 
and the cultures in which they were developed.  Puppetry’s 
historical development is traced from caves to the movies, from 
tiny finger puppets to our own giant puppets.  
During  each session  Ms. Rubin uses �4 authentic puppets from 
Japan, Java, Italy, Germany and  the Czech Republic to perform 
entertaining vignettes that serve as a springboard for further 
discussion. Bits ‘N Pieces Puppet Theatre’s own giant puppets 
are also explored in detail from construction to curtain call. 

FEATHER-TOP ROD PUPPET WORKSHOPS
(30 students optimum, up to 60 students)

The Carribbean Carnival is the inspiration for these bright, spar-
kling rod puppets.  This one-hour workshop is filled with glitter, 
sequins, fabric and feathers.  All materials for building puppets 
are provided.  Once built, the puppets are brought to life using 
creative dramatics techniques for classroom  enjoyment.  It’s 
fun for any age and everyone leaves with their magical friend.  
PreK to 2nd Grade: Hands-on workshop activities to develop 
motor skills, language, social skills and increase confidence. 
3rd to 5th Grade: In addition to the above, the workshop 
emphasizes the nationally recognized teaching objectives of our 
program.
Teachers’ In-Service Training: Includes the rod puppet work-
shop with additional training on simple puppetry, easy staging 
techniques and curriculum integration.  

Workshops and Residencies

WHAT’S BEEN SAID  
ABOUT OUR  

AIE PROGRAM
Dr. D.P. Morgan, Ph.D., Dir.,  
Child Development Laboratories, UA
“These residency activities are clas-
sic examples of interdisciplinary 
learning and although children find 
them to be very fun, they are also 
cognitively challenging.  In addi-
tion to learning about the history of 
puppetry as an art form, the children 
solve measurement and physical 
knowledge problems as they create, 
revise, and perfect their puppets us-
ing collage, painting, paper-mache, 
and sillhouette-gel techniques.  The 
collaboration among the children as 
they work in small groups on scripts, 
oral delivery, and movement activi-
ties to bring their puppets to life is 
intense, full of social negotiation and 
aimed at reaching consensus about 
how to work together to create a 
common product -- the show!”




